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Christopher Hufnagel, President 
Wolverine World Wide, Incorporated  
9341 Courtland Drive NE 
Rockford, Michigan 49341 
 
Dear Christopher Hufnagel:  
  
SUBJECT: Compliance Communication Regarding the Release at 9300 and 9341 

Courtland Drive NE, Rockford, Kent County, Michigan 
 Location ID No:  41002562 
 
The purpose of this Compliance Communication is for the Michigan Department of 
Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) to notify Wolverine World Wide, 
Incorporated (Wolverine) of its obligations for environmental contamination present at 
the locations referenced above (Property) and request Wolverine take necessary steps 
to comply with Michigan’s environmental cleanup law, Part 201, Environmental 
Remediation, of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act, 1994 PA 451, 
as amended (Part 201). 
 
On July 10, 2023, EGLE sent Wolverine a Compliance Communication regarding the 
property at 9300 Courtland Drive NE, requesting Wolverine to investigate if the 
perfluorooctanesulfonic acid (PFOS) and perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA) groundwater 
contamination found at the southern adjoining property (5312 11 Mile Road NE) and 
within nearby drinking water wells was emanating from 9300 Courtland Drive NE.  
 
In response to the July 10, 2023, Compliance Communication, Wolverine began a 
groundwater investigation at both the 9300 and 9341 Courtland Drive NE Property in 
the fall of 2023. Additionally, during this time, documentation was found that identified 
sediments from the Rogue River were dredged and deposited onto the 9341 Courtland 
Drive NE Property. Aerial photographs also identified historical disturbances on the 
9300 Courtland Drive NE Property. Based on this information, Wolverine completed soil 
sampling at both 9300 and 9341 Courtland Drive NE.  
  
On April 17, 2024, Rose & Westra, A Division of GZA (GZA) submitted an Investigation 
Summary Report summarizing the initial groundwater and soil sampling activities that 
occurred at the 9300 and 9341 Courtland Drive NE Property in the fall and winter of 
2023. Based on review of this sampling data:  
 

 9341 Courtland Drive NE has detections of metals in soils at concentrations 
above Part 201 Cleanup Criteria for unrestricted residential use. Please note that 
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groundwater samples were not able to be collected from the vertical aquifer 
profiling location advanced at 9341 Courtland Drive NE due to the geology 
encountered at that one location;  

 9300 Courtland Drive NE had detections of both PFOA and PFOS in 
groundwater at concentrations exceeding Part 201 Cleanup Criteria for 
unrestricted residential use.    

 
An area where hazardous substances exceed the criteria for unrestricted residential use 
is known as a facility as defined in Part 201. Therefore, the environmental 
contamination at the Property and everywhere it comes to be located is a facility. 
 
It should be noted that beginning in the Spring/Summer of 2023, after receiving a 
Baseline Environmental Assessment (BEA) for the property at 5312 11 Mile Road NE, 
EGLE initiated sampling of nearby drinking water wells. In August 2023, EGLE received 
additional residential well sampling results and shared those results with GZA and 
Wolverine. Wolverine declined to conduct any of the additional proposed residential well 
sampling in the area requested by EGLE. To date, EGLE has sampled 199 drinking 
water wells as part of the investigation that started near 11 Mile Road and Courtland 
Drive area. Of the 199 drinking water wells sampled, 24 of those wells have 
concentrations of PFOA and/or PFOS exceeding Part 201 Cleanup Criteria, with the 
highest result being in a residential well directly adjacent to the Wolverine headquarter 
property at 9341 Courtland Drive NE. 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services and the Kent County Health 
Department have offered point-of-use filters to residents with detections of per-and 
polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) in their drinking water wells while this investigation 
continues. Municipal water is available in some of this sampling area, where homes 
could be connected to existing municipal water as a long-term solution. Enclosed is a 
figure depicting the drinking water wells EGLE has sampled to date in the area.  
 
Additionally, the April 17, 2024, Investigation Summary Report submitted by GZA 
proposes no additional investigation or response activities to be completed off of 
Property owned by Wolverine, and does not address or make mention of the dozens of 
nearby contaminated drinking water wells. The State and County have addressed and 
mitigated the drinking water risks by sampling and providing filters. The lack of 
Wolverine's response to mitigate the exposure risk to drinking water receptors, in 
conjunction with the very limited proposed next steps in the April 17, 2024, Investigation 
Summary Report do not demonstrate that Wolverine is diligently pursuing response 
activities necessary to achieve the cleanup criteria established under Part 201.  
 
Persons who are liable for a facility pursuant to Section 20126 of Part 201 include the 
owner or operator of a facility if the owner or operator is responsible for an activity 
causing a release or threat of release. EGLE has information that Wolverine World 
Wide, Incorporated is liable under Part 201 for the facility due to an activity causing a 
release. Wolverine World Wide, Incorporated is a person who is liable within the 
meaning of Section 20126 of Part 201. 
As a person liable under Section 20126 of Part 201 and who owned or operated the 
Property after June 5, 1995, Wolverine has responsibility for an affirmative obligation to 
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comply with Section 20114 of Part 201, which lists the requirements of a liable person to 
address environmental contamination. These steps include, as applicable: 
 

 Determine the nature and extent of the contamination at the facility; 
 Notify EGLE and affected neighbors of contamination that has migrated from the 

Property; 
 Immediately stop or prevent an ongoing release at the contamination source; 
 Immediately identify and eliminate any threat of fire or explosion or any direct 

contact hazards; 
 Immediately implement measures to address, remove, and contain hazardous 

substances; 
 

Additional requirements under Section 20114 of Part 201 may apply. 
 
In addition to the Section 20114 affirmative obligations, as a liable person under Part 
201, Wolverine is responsible for:  (1) All costs lawfully incurred by EGLE for addressing 
the contamination or undertaking response activities; (2) Any other costs for response 
activity reasonably incurred by any other person; and (3) Damages for the value of 
injury to, destruction of, or loss of natural resources; and is subject to civil fines for any 
failure to comply with Part 201. EGLE also has the authority to expend public funds to 
conduct response activities at facilities and recover those costs from the persons liable 
for the facility. EGLE requests that Wolverine World Wide, Incorporated voluntarily 
perform response activities at the facility in accordance with Part 201.  
 
Within thirty (30) days of receipt of this letter, EGLE requests that Wolverine submit an 
updated plan for undertaking proposed response activities (for both on and offsite of the 
Property) that will demonstrate Wolverine is in compliance with Part 201 to the following 
address:  

 
Leah Gies, Project Manager  
Grand Rapids District Office  
Remediation and Redevelopment Division  
Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy  
350 Ottawa Avenue NW, Unit 10 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503  
Telephone:  616-215-4781  
Email:  GiesL1@Michigan.gov 

 
A person who owns or operates property and has knowledge it is contaminated with 
hazardous substances in excess of the concentrations that satisfy the criteria for 
unrestricted residential use is required to undertake measures (i.e., due care) to ensure 
the safe use of the property. Due care obligations can be found in Section 20107a of 
Part 201 and the Part 201 Administrative Rules. Copies of the Part 201 Statute and 
Administrative Rules can be found on the EGLE website:  www.michigan.gov/egle, by 
clicking ‘About Us’, ‘Divisions and Offices’, ‘Remediation and Redevelopment’, 
‘Remediation and Investigation’, then ‘Laws & Rules’. 
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If you have questions regarding this matter, please contact me at my number or email 
provided below. 
 
 Sincerely, 
 
 
 

Karen Vorce 
District Supervisor 
Grand Rapids District Office  

 Remediation and Redevelopment Division 
616-439-8008 
VorceK@Michigan.gov 

 
Enclosure  
cc: Dave Latchana, Wolverine World Wide, Incorporated  
 John Byl, Warner Norcross & Judd LLP 
 Loretta Powers, Rose & Westra, A Division of GZA 
 Brian Beach, Rose & Westra, A Division of GZA 
 Dan Yordanich, EGLE 
 Darren Bowling, EGLE 
 Ashely Coplin, EGLE 
 Matt Gamble, EGLE  
 Nancy Johnson, EGLE 
 Leah Gies, EGLE  
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Results in ng/L
Michigan Part 201 Residential & Nonresidential

Drinking Water Criteria (DWC), ng/L
PFHxA = 400,000           PFHxS = 51     
PFOA = 8                        PFOS = 16       

PFNA = 6                        HFPO-DA = 370
PFBS = 420
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